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How was the 1982 legislature able to raise the gas and diesel tax back
when unemployment was even worse than it is today? Itis clear the How
was the 1982 legislators at that time recognized that road construction
meant jobs, ard that it would not be possible to attract new employers and
jobs to Michigan with bad roads. A two-cent increase in the gas tax funded
many more road improvements in 1883 and 1984 than it would now.

» Transportation Funding Task Force Report (TF2)

“The one choice we cannot afford is to do nothing.” The Transportation
Funding Task Force, which included four legislators issued a report last
November that represented the first comprehensive transportation needs
study in Michigan in decades. It revealed the magnitude of Michigan's
transportation funding problem, and the need to increase funding
dramatically in order to address the needs.

» Michigan Asset Management Council Report

Analysis of data collected by the Michigan Asset Management Council
demonstrates that:

1. Since 2004, one in five miles of the federal aid system has deteriorated
to poor condition. Now, almost one-third of the system is in poor
condition while less than 20 percent is in good condition. Roads rated
fair continue to fail at an alarming rate. Yearly, almost twice as many
miles of road in fair condition will fall to poor condition, than will be
improved.

2. Despite the investments made in the road system over the past five
years, the cost to repair roads that have fallen into poor condition has
increased by over $4.0 billion since 2004.
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federal funds due to an inability to provide the required local match, and
many more are expected to be forced to do the same in the coming two
years.

» Roads Will Not Get Fixed
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| hope | have given you a broad overview of the road-funding crisis in Michigan,
and how it is affecting our level of service to our mutual constituents, not only in
Genesee County but throughout the State. We recognize that legislators are
faced with extremely hard funding decisions because of the economic
environment, but raising the gas tax can not only positively affect the greatest
number of citizens by giving them smoother roads and a better level of service,
but will increase the number of jobs.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to share additional
information.

Sincerely,
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